




















The ecological value of land is a measure of how much biodiversity it can support. Biodiversity is the amount and variety of plant and 
animal life on the land. Stadium designers can help reduce declines in biodiversity around the world through the sustainable sourcing 
of construction materials and by increasing the amount of planting in, on and around stadiums.
As discussed in Sub-Section 1.3.5, stadiums should not be built on areas of high ecological value, and areas of the stadium 
site that have a high ecological value should be preserved. Stadiums should not be built with products that cause 
biodiversity loss. Special care should be taken with wood products. Stadium designers should never use tropical hardwoods or any 
wood that is on the International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN) “red list”. It is recommended that all timber used in a 
stadium project has an internationally recognised sustainable sourcing certificate.

Large stadium sites often present the opportunity to create green corridors within a local area. Green corridors are 
areas of planting on the site that connect to adjacent planted sites, helping wildlife to move between them.

As well as enhancing biodiversity, planting delivers positive messaging, reduces air pollution in its location, and has a cooling effect 
and absorbs CO₂. One of the most popular ways to deliver planting on stadium developments is in the form of “green” 
facades and roofs. The weight of these features should be considered, especially on long-span structures, as the additional 
structural material and its embodied carbon counteracts some of the benefits of the planting.

Stadium designers could consider creating habitats that encourage local wildlife to thrive, such as bird and bat 
boxes and insect hotels. The most suitable type of habitat creation will vary depending on the region. These features can also be 
used to help connect with younger supporters and for educational purposes within the community. Care should be taken to place
wildlife habitats away from areas that will be disturbed by crowds or light pollution from the stadium.

(FIFA: https://inside.fifa.com/innovation/stadium-guidelines/general-process-guidelines/design/sustainability-design)



Soccer stadium + housing, by JKMM Architects, Finland

Mixed-use Soccer Stadium





https://www.moma.org/magazine/articles/748
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New England Revs Stadium site 
= Former Mystic Generating 
Station Power Plant (closed 

June 1, 2024)



Sources: Boston.com and WBUR Boston





Willetts Point

Future home 
of the NYC 
FC Soccer 
Stadium

Citi Field: Home 
of the Mets

Queens, New York





UB Alum!
Bachelor of Arts in Environmental Design, 
UB School of Architecture and Planning

Some relevant projects: Snapdragon Stadium, San Diego State 
University’s new 35,000-seat football stadium, BMO Stadium 
for the Los Angeles Football Club, the Philadelphia Eagles’ 
Lincoln Financial Field, San Jose State University’s Spartan 
Recreation and Aquatic Center, Renovation of Crypto.com 
Arena, formerly the Staples Center, home to four professional 
sports franchises including the Los Angeles Lakers, Los 
Angeles Clippers, WNBA’s Los Angeles Sparks, and NHL’s Los 
Angeles Kings.



Save the Dates for Travel!

• Field trip to Boston (or NYC): Friday Jan 30 to Monday Feb 2, 2026

• Site visit

• Archi-touring

• Discussion with stakeholders

• Final Review at Gensler office in NYC: Monday May 4, 2026




